EK Sparks  RCID 813 (Spring 2009)
Topias: Science Fiction and the Spatial Politics of the Future
Planning Chart (11/15/08)
	
	SF: Required
	APPROACH
	THEORY/CRITICISM Required
	SF FILM CLASS 

(M before Sem 4:00 in D405)

	WEEK 1:

Jan 13
	
	
	Intro to Utopias: 

· Tom Moylan, Scraps of the Untainted Sky
· Fredric Jameson: Archeologies of the Future;


	

	WEEK 2:
Jan 20    
	Gilman, Charlotte Perkins, HERLAND (1915)
	Feminist,classic utopia
	· Into to Ecological Crit: Gerrard Chaps 2-3
	

	WEEK 3:
Jan 27
       

	Forster, E.M., "The Machine Stops" 1926   

Huxley, Aldous, BRAVE NEW WORLD (1932)
	Modernist dystopias:

 anti-machine

anti-capitalism
	· LeFevbre—Production of Space (“Plan of the Present Work”)

· Gerrard—Chap 4 Wilderness
	Jan 26: Metropolis



	WEEK 4:
Feb 3 



	Dick, Philip K., DR. BLOODMONEY (1965)
	post-holocaust

cyborg
	· Haraway, “Manifesto for Cyborgs”

· Jameson, “Character Systems in Dr. Bloodmoney” & other essays on Dick


	Feb2: Thing/ Day the Earth Stood Still



	WEEK 5:
Feb 10  


	1972 
Brunner, John. The Sheep Look Up
	Environmental
holocaust
	· Rachel Carson “A Fable for Tomorrow”

· DeCerteau, Walking the City 

· Gerrard, Chaps 1 on Pollution and  5 on Apocalypse; 
	Feb 9: Invasion of Body Snatchers/

THEM



	WEEK 6:
Feb 17   



	Le Guin, Ursula, THE DISPOSSESED: An Ambiguous Heterotopia (1974)
	Anarchist bi-world
	· Jameson, “World Reduction in LeGuin”

· Foucault on Heterotopias

· Moylan on Dispossessed

· Freeman on Dispossessed
	Feb 16: Dr. Strangelove



	WEEK 7:

Feb 24
	 1976 
Piercy, Marge, Woman on the Edge of Time
	feminist multi-worlds
	· Marlene Barr, 

· Joanna Russ, “Amor Vincit Foeminam”

· Moylan on Piercy; 

· Shulamith Firestone?
	Feb 23: 2001

	WEEK 8:
Mar 3  
	1976  
Tiptree, James, "Houston, Houston, Do You Read?"  “Screwfly Solution”  “Your Faces, O MySisters” “The Girl Who Was Plugged In”
	Feminist      
	· Haraway on Tiptree

· Sam Delany on Haraway

· Jameson on Alien Body
· Larbelestier on Tiptree
	Mar 2: A Boy and His Dog, and/or Barbarella or Silent Running



	WEEK 9: 

Mar 10 
	1984  
William Gibson, NEUROMANCER
	cyber-punk
	· Cyber-punk theory(posthuman theory

· McCaffrey, Mississippi Review;

· 
	 Mar 9: The Stepford Wives (old version)

	WEEK 10:
Mar 24 
	1987  Joan S…

THE DOOR INTO OCEAN
	Ecological, feminist, pacifist
	· Gerrard Chapter on Dwelling

· Heidegger on Dwelling
	Mar 23: Alien

	WEEK 11:
Mar 31  

	1993  Kim Stanley Robinson, RED MARS  
	environmental;
capitalism; gender
	· Jameson on KSR
	Mar 30: Blade Runner

	WEEK 12: 
Apr 7 
	1998  Bruce Sterling, DISTRACTION
	environmental/ information age
	
	Apr 6: Brazil  and/orTotal Recall

	WEEK 13:
Apr 14
	Class Choice
	
	
	Apr 13: Ghost in the Shell 

	WEEK 14:
Apr 21
	Class Choice
	
	
	Apr 20: The Matrix

	
	
	
	
	


